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equitable for the 13th than the present situa-
tion.

In proposing this legislation, the share-
holders of the 13th are seeking equity by
being placed on a stronger and more equal
footing with respect to the Native shareholders
of the other 12 Native Regional Corporations.
This is supported by the Alaska Native com-
munity. This proposal has been endorsed by
the Alaska Federation of Natives, and by the
Association of Regional Corporation Presi-
dents, and it has been thoroughly considered
by the Alaska delegation.

My first term in Congress was the one im-
mediately following the enactment of ANSCA
in late 1971. | can tell you that neither the act
nor its implementation focused much attention
on the 13th. They were not fully represented,
so Members of the Washington State delega-
tion like the late Congressman Lloyd Meeds
and Senator Henry Jackson took their side but
were not able to accomplish land rights for the
13th, or a monetary settlement in its stead.
Congressman Meeds believed throughout his
life that this was a matter that required resolu-
tion.

What the 13th will receive under the new bill
is, with one major exception, the same per
capita land right that all other regional cor-
porations received, no more and no less. The
number of acres is arrived at by taking the
total number of acres conveyed to the other
Regional Corporations pursuant to section
12(c) of ANSCA—15,769,600 acres—and after
subtracting Sealaska’s shareholders—
Sealaska received a separate entitlement—
and the shareholders of the 13th—which re-
ceived no land—dividing this 15,769,600 acres
by 60,026, the number of original Native
shareholders enrolled to the other 11 Native
Regional Corporations. On a per capita basis,
the shareholders of the other 11 Regional Cor-
porations received approximately 262.7 acres
per original shareholder. This per capita num-
ber multiplied by the 4,426 original share-
holders of the 13th results in the 1,162,710
acres.

The bill gives absolute priority to land selec-
tions of other Native Corporations and the
State of Alaska. Additionally, the bill prohibits
the 13th from making selections within con-
servation system units, the Tongass and Chu-
gach National Forests, the National Petroleum
Reserve—Alaska, and other potentially sen-
sitive public lands.

The major exception is that all other inter-
ests, from the State, to other Native corpora-
tions and the conservation community, were
able to make their land selections, and win
congressional approval, when the land eligible
for selection was prime, high on the list of pri-
orities. The 13th comes behind all other prior-
ities, including State and Native selections, na-
tional conservation lands, and others. The in-
tent is that the land of the 13th is likely to be
selected in a cooperative process with other
land owners and can be complimentary to
those selections, by other regions or villages,
the State or other public purposes. | believe
this is not only fair but good policy as Alaska
moves forward. It is simply time to resolve this
long-standing inequity and to provide the 13th
with the right to do what all other Native re-
gions have done. | urge my colleagues to join
with me in achieving this goal this year.
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Gerry B. Shreiber for his long-
standing dedication to animal welfare and ani-
mal rights. On April 6, 2006, Gerry’s family,
friends, and colleagues gathered at the Man-
sion on Main Street in Voorhees, NJ, for the
Animal Adoption Center Dinner where he was
awarded the Southern New Jersey Humani-
tarian of the Year Award.

Mr. Shreiber is the President and CEO of J
and J Snack Foods Corp., which has received
numerous awards in the worlds of both busi-
ness and philanthropy. Gerry is an avid animal
lover and contributes significant time and re-
sources to the betterment of animals. He is
currently the Director of the North American
Wildlife Park Foundation and is a member of
many animal welfare organizations including
the World Wildlife Fund, National Wildlife Fed-
eration, American Anti-Vivisection Society,
International Fund for Animal Welfare, Animal
Welfare Institute, Greenpeace, and PETA.
Gerry has personally saved many animals’
lives and currently lives on his New Jersey
farm with over twenty animals. He is also ac-
tive in our community at large including the
Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, Jewish Com-
munity Center of Atlantic County, and serves
on the Advisory Board at the Rutgers School
of Business.

Gerry Shreiber's dedication and selfless
service to animals and to our greater commu-
nity is an inspiration to humanitarians every-
where. | thank Gerry, and wish him all the
best in his future endeavors.
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Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, on rollcall No. 273, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “aye.”

———

TRIBUTE TO THE ARMY’S 231ST
BIRTHDAY
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Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, | rise on be-
half of myself and Representative JOHN
MCHUGH. As the co-chairs the House Army
Caucus, we would like to salute the United
States Army on its 231st birthday.

On June 14, 1775, more than a year before
the ratification of the Declaration of Independ-
ence, the Continental Congress created Conti-
nental Army, which later became the U.S.
Army. That day, as the Americans prepared
for war against the British, Congress under-
took an effort to raise ten companies of rifle-
men and accepted responsibility for thousands
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of men who were already assembled in New
England and New York.

From that brave beginning was born the
Army that defeated the British and gave us
our Nation. From that brave beginning came
more than 200 years of accomplishment and
tradition and has brought us the unparalleled
force we have today.

Through the last 231 years, the United
States Army has fought to bring freedom to
the American people and then to protect it. It
has fought for liberty and against tyranny
across the globe, and free people everywhere
owe a debt to the sacrifices of individual sol-
diers, many of whom gave their lives for peo-
ple they never knew.

Today’s Army faces new challenges and
new threats, but is still the right arm of free-
dom in this world. New democracies in lIraq,
Afghanistan, Bosnia and Kosovo owe a debt
of gratitude to U.S. Army soldiers that have
sacrificed on their behalf.

We are representatives today of the House
Army Caucus, but each of us have rep-
resented thousands of soldiers who have
served our Nation in harm’s way. Each of us
has met with the men and women who are
part of this outstanding institution and have
devoted their lives to their Nation. These men
and women are models of courage and dedi-
cation; their selfless service to the Nation will
serve as inspiration to citizens in the 21st cen-
tury and beyond.

Mr. Speaker, on this day, of all days, we
recognize that without our Army, we truly
would not have a nation in the first place. As
we recognize this monumental day, we ask
our colleagues to join us in celebrating the
contributions, traditions, and service of the
Army and its dedication to the past, present,
and future of this great Nation.

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE LAWRENCE
BIELAWSKI
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, today | ask the
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Judge Lawrence Bielawski as he retires
from his seat on the Michigan 18th Judicial
Circuit Court in Bay County. His retirement will
be celebrated at a dinner on June 23 in Bay
City, Michigan.

Lawrence Bielawski is a lifelong resident of
Bay City. After graduating from St. Stanislaus
High School in 1964, he received a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Business Administration
from Central Michigan University and a Juris
Doctor Degree from Detroit College of Law.
His first position in the legal field was an As-
sistant Prosecuting Attorney in Bay County.
He went on to private practice until Judge
Bielawski became an Administrative Law
Judge in the Bureau of Workers’ Disability
Compensation starting in 1984.

He went on to become a member of the
Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board and a
Workers’ Compensation Magistrate before
being appointed to the 18th Judicial Circuit
Court by Governor James J. Blanchard in
1988. Ten years later he became the Chief
Judge of the Court and has served in that ca-
pacity since that time.
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